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Authorship associated misconduct - a rising problem in Nepalese medical academia
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A medical practitioner or researcher’s contribution is
judged not only on the basis of number of patients
treated or the years of practice, but also, through
publications. It is through your publications, your
work is validated and the lifelong techniques is
disseminated to your juniors, fellows, residents and
even to your colleagues. Publishing also is a source
for academic development and a means to enrich
yourself by critically reviewing others works. In
addition, your publication provides the research-gap
for future researchers to conduct additional studies. In
many countries including Nepal, publication is also a
basis of promotion in academics. So, research,
scientific writing and publishing is a part of medical
and dental academia.t

The happiest moment for any medical
practitioners and researchers is getting your work
published in prestigious journals around the world.
To come to this stage of publication, the scientific
work has to undergo a series of rigorous process.
Conceiving any study, searching the gap, discussing
with peers, writing the proposal for ethical clearance
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are the initial stages. After obtaining the ethical
clearance the proposal undergoes several months of
data collection, experimentation and analysis. The
last process is the scientific writing and sending the
manuscript for publication. Any research should also
maintain academic integrity and research ethics.? Any
study with significant findings, done by maintaining
the biomedical ethics, written in an organized way
have more chances for acceptance for publication.?
However, in the line of publication, the issues of
scientific misconduct are also rising. Over the past 5
years working on several journals as an editor, some
shocking presentation of violation of authorship has
been observed in Nepalese medical academia. The
main reasons may be “publish or perish” pressure,
lack of knowledge on biomedical ethics, the poor
writing skills.® A well written case report with eight
to nine authors simply adds more doubt to journal
editor whether all authors were needed to simply
write a case report. Had they all contributed in all part
of the case report?
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Was this an issue of author inflation? In this era
of collaborative research, when academia and
researchers in Nepal have not even thought of
collaborative research, we often receive manuscript
with authors in dispersed locations around the world
making it doubtful on the role of each author. Basically,
we do not realize who the authors should be. As defined
by the International Committee of Medical Journal
Editors (ICMJE), to become an author in any article, the
person should meet all of the following criteria: (1)
substantial contributions to conception or design of the
work or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of
data for the work, (2) drafting of the work or revising it
critically for important intellectual content (3) final
approval of the version to be published and (4)
agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work
in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or
integrity of any part of the work are appropriately
investigated and resolved.* An individual seems to
become an author without any significant contribution
in the manuscript leaving behind the guidelines defined
by ICMJE.* The inclusion of colleagues, members of
family members are mostly observed. On the contrary,
at times, we do not even acknowledge our statistician
and put all the authors contribution in statistical
analysis.

INAPPROPRIATE AUTHORSHIP

Two categories of inappropriate authorship exist in
academia. The honorary or undeserved authorship, and
ghost authorship.> The honorary authorship has been
further described in three different forms: gift
authorship, guest authorship and coercive authorship.®
Gift authorship is a practice of providing authorship to
someone who have not contributed to the study in any
form. They are generally supervisors, department
chairs, senior researchers or other colleagues with an
intent to get any favour back in future in the form of
being named a gift author themselves in another article
or getting attention for promotion. Few of the gift
authors are not concerned with authors bylines and ask
to put the names wherever possible. Other types of gift
authors demand even first authorship, creating
confusion among main authors. Some of the gift authors
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hatch their own rules within the department for the
authorship, by misusing their position. Issues of
honorary authorship especially the gift authorship is
rising in Nepal.>®

Another type of authorship referred as guest
authorship is most commonly done by adding a well-
known name in the manuscript to increase the quality of
paper. The author also hope the addition of the
additional name increase the chance of acceptance by
the Journal.” Coercive authorship occurs when due to
pressure from seniors to be included as author knowing
that the junior may not protest.™ 5Ghost authorship refers
to the tradition of omitting the manes of person who has
done a major part of the published work. The person
may be a junior colleague or student. They may also be
an employee of pharmaceutical company who have
done significant contribution on the paper but naming
the person might raise conflict of interest.> 8

Whenever a manuscript is submitted to a
journal, all the authors are equally responsible and
accountable to the content of the manuscript. At times,
few of the coauthors have been observed to be unaware
of the results achieved. On occasions, the corresponding
author responds the questions raised on the manuscript.
However, the sending the queries to the other authors or
asking for their input or even the sending the revised
draft to the authors is never done.

In order to minimize the inappropriate
authorship issues, it is important to report transparently
the contribution of all authors in a particular paper. In
order to avoid problems with authorship issues, the
journal editor should screen the authorship agreement
letter before sending the manuscript to review.® Another
problem encountered is addition of author in a
manuscript and changing the order of the authors after
submission to the journal.® Such changes should be
known to all the authors and they all should sign the
consent, including the author whose name was either
added or deleted. In an attempt to avoid such issues
associated with authorship, awareness should be
increased among the medical practitioners and
researchers about the ICMJE guidelines. All the journals
should check the authorship letter too.




REFERENCES
1.

Rajaram S. Reflections on Authorship. Indian Journal of Gynecologic Oncology. 2021;19(4). [Google
Scholar] [Full Text]

Resnik DB, Master Z. Criteria for authorship in bioethics. The American Journal of Bioethics.
2011;11(10):17-21. 10.1080/15265161.2011.603795 [Google Scholar] [Full Text] [PubMed]
Chaulagain R, Deo GP. Plagiarism: a serious threat to scientific community. Journal of Chitwan
Medical College. 2018;8(4):1-2. [Google Scholar] [Full Text]

Editors ICoMJ. Defining the role of authors and contributors. [Link]

Aliukonis V, Poskute M, Gefenas E. Perish or Publish Dilemma: Challenges to Responsible
Authorship. Medicina (Kaunas). 2020;56(3). 10.3390/medicina56030123 [Google Scholar] [Full
Text] [PubMed]

Luiten J, Verhemel A, Dahi Y, Luiten E, Gadjradj PS. Honorary authorships in surgical literature.
World Journal of Surgery. 2019;43(3):696-703. 10.1007/s00268-018-4831-3 [Google Scholar]
[PubMed]

Bavdekar SB. Authorship issues. Lung India. 2012;29(1):76-80. 10.4103/0970-2113.92371 [Google
Scholar] [PubMed]

Harvey LA. Gift, honorary or guest authorship. Spinal Cord. 2018;56(2):91. 10.1038/s41393-017-
0057-8 [Google Scholar] [PubMed]

Helgesson G, Eriksson S. Authorship order. Learned Publishing. 2019;32(2):106-12. [Full Text]

www.jkahs.org.np JKAHS | Vol. 4 | No. 3 | Issue 12 | Sep-Dec 2021



https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=1.%09Rajaram+S.+Reflections+on+Authorship.+Indian+Journal+of+Gynecologic+Oncology.+2021%3B19%284%29.+&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=1.%09Rajaram+S.+Reflections+on+Authorship.+Indian+Journal+of+Gynecologic+Oncology.+2021%3B19%284%29.+&btnG=
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40944-021-00568-y
https://doi.org/10.1080/15265161.2011.603795
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=2.%09Resnik+DB%2C+Master+Z.+Criteria+for+authorship+in+bioethics.+The+American+Journal+of+Bioethics.+2011%3B11%2810%29%3A17-21.+&btnG=
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21943265/
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=3.%09Chaulagain+R%2C+Deo+GP.+Plagiarism%3A+a+serious+threat+to+scientific+community.+Journal+of+Chitwan+Medical+College.+2018%3B8%284%29%3A1-2&btnG=
https://www.nepjol.info/index.php/JCMC/article/view/23760/20147
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiknNWfoJr2AhUeT2wGHdDmAAQQFnoECAoQAw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.icmje.org%2Frecommendations%2Fbrowse%2Froles-and-responsibilities%2Fdefining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html&usg=AOvVaw2ZKlVj6ztrxckKs1pi87qk
https://doi.org/10.3390/medicina56030123
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=5.%09Aliukonis+V%2C+Poskute+M%2C+Gefenas+E.+Perish+or+Publish+Dilemma%3A+Challenges+to+Responsible+Authorship.+Medicina+%28Kaunas%29.+2020%3B56%283%29.+&btnG=
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32178434/
https://doi.org/10.1007/s00268-018-4831-3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00268-018-4831-3
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30361745/
https://doi.org/10.4103/0970-2113.92371
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=7.%09Bavdekar+SB.+Authorship+issues.+Lung+India.+2012%3B29%281%29%3A76-80.+&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=7.%09Bavdekar+SB.+Authorship+issues.+Lung+India.+2012%3B29%281%29%3A76-80.+&btnG=
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/22345922/
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41393-017-0057-8
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41393-017-0057-8
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=8.%09Harvey+LA.+Gift%2C+honorary+or+guest+authorship.+Spinal+Cord.+2018%3B56%282%29%3A91.&btnG=
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29422533/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwijiK30oZr2AhVASWwGHby0B_YQFnoECAQQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.semanticscholar.org%2Fpaper%2FAuthorship-order-Helgesson-Eriksson%2Ff1d6f81fe4a5729a7ac134e9b1024b8689bc88dc&usg=AOvVaw1MxO9K9pexMd17kHA4x0Q6

